MARLBOROUGH
and the Dutch would recognize Philip V. They would
merely demand certain safeguards, William could only trust
that from the discussion of these safeguards a Grand Alliance
against France would emerge.
A contemporary letter from London1 shows how deeply
Louis's good faith was suspected.
We shall soon see how the Emperor will take such a camouflet2
if you know the word. It is when a puff of smoke is blown into
a man's nose. There seems to be great silence at this Court.
The Emperor and others in my opinion are dupes. The Treaty
was made to amuse the world, and to turn the poor King of
Spain to his Will. Monsieur Harcourt's being made a Duke
confirms my view ; it is his reward for managing the Spaniards
so well. Tallard is once more dupe ; he thought he had made
his fortune by making the Treaty, and is only the tool used by
his Master in his deception.
We must glance for one moment at the new wearer of the
Spanish crown. He was at eighteen a perfect product of the
Madame de Maintenon regime at the French Court. He was an
ardent Catholic and a devout Frenchman, He was equally
averse from either work or pleasure. He suffered all his life
from "palpitations and hypochondria/' and was very highly
sexed. Since his religion allowed him no gratification outside
the marriage chamber, a bride was speedily found in a
princess of Savoy. At her death he married again immedi-
ately on priestly and medical advice. He no doubt wished
on entering Spain at the beginning of 1701 to make himself
popular. His success was partial. Unpunctuality was his rule
of life. He promised to rise early each morning and attend
the Council of State. Actually, however, his Ministers, who
met at nine, invariably awaited him until eleven. He
promised to dine occasionally in public. He ordered supper
to be at eight, but rarely sat down till eleven. He could not
endure Spanish cooking and speedily replaced his Spanish
domestic staff with Frenchmen, He pined for France. He
1 Michel le Vassor to Sir William TrutnbuU, November 15,1700, Downshire Papers,
H.Af.C, ii, 800.
1 A small countermine to break in upon the gallery of a mine. Mines are * sprung';
camouflets are * blovn.*